
 Like a good boy scout, we should always be prepared for we know neither the hour nor 

the day when are life will end and we will face Jesus for our personal judgement.  

• In the scouting sense, “Be Prepared” means you are always in a state of readiness in mind 

and body to do your duty. Beyond the good deed of the moment, Scouts should also prepare 

themselves to become productive citizens and strong leaders and to bring joy to other people. 

Each Scout should be ever ready in mind and body and to meet with a strong heart whatever 

challenges await him.i 

• In the Christian sense, there are a number of things we can do to be prepared. 

o Think of the Good Samaritan who happened upon the man beaten by robbers. “I shall 

pass this way but once; any good that I can do or any kindness I can show to any 

human being; let me do it now. Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this 

way again.”ii 

o Each night as we prepare our evening’s rest, we should examine our conscience. 

Daily we should ask for the forgiveness of our sins and the strength to do better the 

next day. I am reminded of the time my father was in the hospital awaiting surgery. 

He composed a poem call Take My Hand Lord. He prayed for forgiveness of his sins. 

Like Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, there was an acceptance of God’s will. The 

poem was a prayer for God to guide and to direct his actions should the surgery be a 

success. He expressed his heartfelt desire not to look for earthly treasures, but to sew 

seeds of kindness to help others. 

o Each day is a gift from God, and we are called to use that gift for the benefit of 

others. My father nearly died save for the skill of the surgeon and the guiding hand of 

God. He rose from his surgery a better man, more determined than ever to use the 

gifts God had given him to help others. 

o To be prepared for the many challenges to our faith in the world today, we need to 

store up knowledge of God and grow in an understanding of his ways. We must work 

at being Christians and “cultivate our interior life through the [steadfast] reading of 

the word of God, daily prayer, reception of the sacraments and participation in the 

liturgy.”iii 

o “In addition to our relationship with God, we should also cultivate our relationships 

with others: first of all by showing affectionate concern for our families, our children 

and grandchildren, but also for the poor and those who suffer, by drawing near to 

them with practical assistance and our prayers.”iv  

o Be prepared to discern everywhere the presence of the Lord. Pray, study and help 

with virtuous deeds so you to may store up treasures in heaven. Jesus is the vine, we 

are the branches… storing up no earthly treasures for ourselves, but bearing fruit to 

help our neighbor, sharing God’s blessings freely.  

 One might argue that the rich man was preparing for a bountiful harvest. But Jesus 

teaches us that he was prepared for the wrong harvest. The rich man thought only of himself. He 

stored up earthly treasures but not the treasures that matter to God. 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls. When he finds a 

pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it” (Mt 13:45-46). God recognizes 

the incomparable value of each and every human being, especially the weakest and most 

vulnerable. You are the pearl of great price. Jesus suffered and died on the cross to set you free. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 

might not perish but might have eternal life” (Jn 3:16).  



We know neither the hour nor the day when are life will end, so we must be ever vigilant, 

ever prepared. To be prepared, we can think of that very familiar motto, “What would Jesus do?”  

o Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them 

with the towel around his waist… So when he had washed their feet [and] put his 

garments back on and reclined at table again, he said to them, “Do you realize what I 

have done for you? If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you 

ought to wash one another’s feet.  I have given you a model to follow, so that as I 

have done for you, you should also do” (Jn 13:5, 12, 14-15). 

 
i https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2017/05/08/be-prepared-scout-motto-origin/ 
ii Etienne de Grellet Quaker missionary 
iii https://slmedia.org/blog/pope-francis-message-for-2nd-world-day-for-grandparents-and-the-elderly 
iv Ibid. 


